The First Pan-African Congress, convened in London in 1900. The congresses were attended
by the North American and West Indian black intelligentsia and did not propose immediate
African independence; they favored gradual self-government and interracialism. In 1944,
several African organizations in London joined to form the Pan-African Federation, which for
the first time demanded African autonomy and independence. Pan-Africanism as an
intergovernmental movement was launched in 1958 with the First Conference of
Independent African States in Accra, Ghana. Ghana and Liberia were the only sub-Saharan
countries represented; the remainder were Arab and Muslim. Thereafter, as independence
was achieved by more African states, other interpretations of Pan-Africanism emerged,
including: the Union of African States (1960), the African States of the Casablanca Charter
(1961), the African and Malagasy Union (1961), the Organization of Inter-African and
Malagasy States (1962), and the African-Malagasy-Mauritius Common Organization (1964).
In 1963 the Organization of African Unity (OAU) was founded to promote unity and
cooperation among all African states and to bring an end to colonialism. One of its longest
commitments and greatest victories was the end of apartheid and the establishment of
majority rule in South Africa. Efforts to promote even greater African economic, social, and
political integration led to the establishment in 2001 of the African Union (AU), a successor
organization to the OAU modeled on the European Union. Pan-Arabism is a movement for
unification among the Arab peoples and nations of the Middle East. It is closely connected to
Arab nationalism. (TBB)



